My War Memories, 1914-1918
the yiews of the Commands did not agree in matters of detail with those of General Headquarters. The local Command was in such cases often allowed to decide the question. For me this always involved a mental struggle ; if they were successful I was pleased, but if they were not I felt it was my fault.
I attached the greatest importance to verbal discussion and gathering direct impressions on the spot. I used to like going to the Front, and as First Quartermaster-General always had a special train with separate office and telegraph coaches. Work did not cease during the journey. At pre-arranged stations the daily reports were handed in as they were at General Headquarters, and, if necessary, we could communicate with wherever we wanted.
My personal relations with both Staffs and troops were harmonious. I enjoyed much confidence.
Among my happiest recollections are my relations with the Headquarters of the German Crown Prince. He showed a great aptitude for the profession of arms, and asked clever and very informed questions. He was fond of the men and did all he could for them. He was not in favour of the war but advocated peace. That is the truth, whatever others may say to the contrary. The Crown Prince always regretted that he had been insufficiently prepared for his future office as Emperor, and took all possible pains to make good this deficiency. He once told me that he was worse off than a clerk in that respect. He drew up a memorandum on the subject, which he handed to his Imperial father and the Imperial Chancellor.
The Crown Prince was the victim of the false impression he produced ; there was more in him than appeared on the surface.
The Chief of the Staff of the German Crown Prince's Army Group, Colonel Count von der Schulenburg, a very clear-headed and energetic officer, always gave me sound and reliable support.
I often visited the Army Group of Crown Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria also.   His alert and uncommonly industrious'Chief of Staff, General von Kuhl,  was an  acquaintance   of  long  standing; I had more than one opportunity of admiring his calm self possession even in very serious situations.
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